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EIGHT NEW MEDICAL EXPENSES QUALIFY FOR TAX ASSISTANCE 


The Honourable Michael Wilson, Minister of Finance, today announced that 
eight new items will be added to the list of qualifying medical expenses 
eligible for tax assistance under the Income Tax Act, commencing with the 
1988 taxation year. Income Tax regulations will be amended to permit 
taxpayers to claim the cost of such medical expenses in filing their 1988 
tax returns. 


"These new devices and treatment procedures can involve considerable 
expense to individuals, and allowing these as medical expenses for tax 
purposes will provide substantial relief to the taxpayers involved," 
Mr. Wilson said. 


He added that changing technology in health care has introduced many new 
advances both in medical treatment and in improving work conditions and 
opportunities as well as quality of life for disabled persons and those 
suffering from severe illness. The new items that will qualify as eligible 
medical expenses are: . 


= electronic environmental control systems for quadriplegics; 
- ° costs of arranging and having a bone marrow or organ transplant; 
= extremity pumps to reduce swelling caused by lymphedema; 
= certain items required by environmentally hypersensitive persons; 


- electronic bone healing devices for nonfusion complications; 
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2 required modifications to the home for persons necessarily confined to 
a wheelchair; 

= track electrical systems to move quadriplegics about the home (e.g. 
from bed to bath); and 

= electric insulin infusion pumps for diabetics. 


Mr. Wilson added: "In detailing these adjustments to our tax assistance 
measures, the government has ensured that our tax laws deal fairly with 


individuals in need." 


For further information: 


Gilbert Hawley 
Personal Tax Analysis Division 
(613) 992-3115 
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